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February 9, 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians of Junior High and High School Students:  
 
Kindergarten students in UPSD returned to in-person learning last week and plans are in place to return 
students in grades 1-7 over the next several weeks.  We are also planning to return students at CJH and CHS 
when this can be done safely and in alignment with State Department of Health guidelines.  We hope to begin 
this transition in late March. Before we complete these plans, we will need parents to choose either the online 
or hybrid model for each student in grades 8-12. We know you need information about these options before 
you can make a choice. 
 
This letter is informational only.  Next week, we will open a survey for all CJH and CHS parents asking them 
to select a learning program for their student(s). Parents may choose either a fully online learning model or a 
hybrid learning model for the remainder of the 20-21 school year.  It is important to note that, at the high school 
and junior high levels, the online learning format will be different from the current online system (see below). If 
you need more information after reading this email, CJH and CHS administrators are available to answer your 
questions.   
 
How will the transition work? 
We will follow these sequential steps to shift from our current program to a combination of fully online and 
hybrid models in late March/early April: 

1. Information is provided to parents on the program options (this email) 
2. Parents complete a short survey in our Family Access system next week to select the fully remote 

(online) or hybrid (in-person) program 
3. Students will be designated as either attending the all-online or hybrid learning model based on 

information collected in the survey.  Please note - at the 8-12 level there is the potential that your 
student’s teacher may change.  More detailed information will be disseminated after we collect further 
information from the survey. 

4. We will phase in grade levels at the junior high and high school simultaneously.  More information 
about this timeline will be shared after we get survey information from parents about their choice. 

 
The Daily Schedule Will Change for ALL CJH/CHS Students: 
As more students return to in-person learning, changes need to be made to daily schedules at each level to 
coordinate transportation across the entire district.  When the first groups return to CJH/CHS, all CJH/CHS 
students will shift to a new daily schedule for both the online and hybrid models.  The student day will shift 
earlier and class periods will be extended.  The new student day will be from 8:30AM-3:00PM with either 50 
or 55 minute classes each period and a 30 minute lunch.  Wednesdays will be asynchronous for ALL 
students 8-12 to ensure teachers have adequate planning time to support both in-person and online students. 
  More details regarding the schedule and hybrid and online programs are described below. 
 
HYBRID PROGRAM Details 

 Students attend all six classes in-person 2 full days per week.  Group A will attend in-person on 
Mondays and Thursdays.  Group B will attend in-person on Tuesdays and Fridays.  

 There will be no in-person learning on Wednesdays.  These days will be asynchronous, at-home 
learning for all 8-12 students.   



 Students will be divided into Group A and Group B by last name.  We will make every effort to group 
siblings together unless families request otherwise. 

 On the days when students are not attending in-person they will either be viewing a live-streamed 
lesson or provided asynchronous work.  Students will have teacher contact 4 days a week - 2 days in-
person and 2 days remotely.  More details about the daily schedule will be shared as we get closer to a 
return.   

 Students will continue to use the Google Meet platform for live classes on days at home and Google 
Classroom for their assignments both in-person and at home. 

 In-person classes will be reduced in size to ensure that students can maintain 6 feet of distance in all 
classroom settings.    

 Students will continue in their second semester classes.  Some teacher changes may be necessary.  

 
Student & Staff Safety Measures for In-Person Learning 
The following safety guidelines are expected and will be in place when students return.   

 Face coverings (masks) will be required for students and staff. The school can provide masks for 
students who forget or don’t have one.  

 A health attestation and/or daily health screening will be required for every student attending in-person.  
More details about this process will be shared as we get closer to returning to in-person learning. 

 Social distancing will be required inside the classroom and in common areas. 
 Frequent hand washing and sanitizing is recommended.  Additional time is included in the schedule for 

the beginning of the day and lunch to allow for this. 
 Cleaning and disinfecting will be done daily.  High touch surfaces will be disinfected throughout the 

school day including door handles and bathrooms.  Supplies are available in every classroom for 
teachers and/or students to clean/disinfect their chairs and desks between each class period. 

 Hallways will be designated by arrows or other markings for one way or divided movement before 
school, during passing periods, and after school. 

 
Breakfast and Lunch 
Students will eat lunch at school and can take breakfast home for the following morning.  Students will 
be spaced 6 feet apart during lunch but will have their masks off while eating.  Because daily 
attendance will be significantly reduced in this model, there will be enough space for eating in the 
cafeteria to space students 6 feet or more apart.  Lunch seating configurations and logistics will depend 
on how many students choose to return to each school.   

 
Transportation 
We encourage students to travel to school on foot, on bikes or in a private vehicle. However, we will 
provide transportation to students who live outside a 1 mile boundary of their school of attendance. 
Students will be separated as much as possible on buses and face coverings will be required for all 
riders.  Windows will remain open to maximize ventilation and loading procedures will be in place to 
reduce crowding. 

 
FULLY REMOTE, ONLINE PROGRAM Details: 
At the high school and junior high levels, instructional delivery strategies used in the online learning format may 
differ significantly from the current online system.  Because teachers will need to teach to both online and in-
person audiences, students who select remote learning may engage with teachers differently than now. 

 Most classes will be live-streamed to students four days a week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday).  However, students may have asynchronous work provided by their teachers in lieu of live-
streaming on some days for some classes. 

 All 8-12 students will have asynchronous work on Wednesdays.   
 Students will continue to use the Google Meet platform for live classes and Google Classroom for their 

assignments. 
 Students will continue in their second semester classes.  Some teacher changes may be necessary.  
 Breakfasts and lunches are still available for student pickup.  Click here for more details. 

 
Students with IEP’s 

https://www.upsd83.org/about_upsd/news_and_information/announcements/meal_distribution_for_fall_2020


Students with IEPs will also have the opportunities to select a fully remote or hybrid program. If you have 
specific questions regarding your student’s schedule or services please contact your student’s case manager 
directly. 
 
What happens next? 
The next step in this process is for parents/guardians to login to our Family Access system and select a 
program for their CJH/CHS student for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year.  We will send a reminder 
email with more detailed program information and a link to this survey on February 16. 
 
We know this is a lot of information and you may have specific questions about your student’s 
schedule/program.  If you have any questions, please contact your student’s school directly.  
 
Curtis Senior High School 
253-566-5710 
Principal Tom Adams - tadams@upsd83.org 
 
Curtis Junior High School 
253-566-5670 
Principal Jayne Hofstrand - jhofstrand@upsd83.org 
 
Thank you. 
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